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we observed in full operation the Master of the Mint’s newly-
invented method of chemical analysis. The chief merit of the
"dialyzer," or apparatus for effecting analysis by diffusion, is
its extreme simplicity. It consists of nothing more than a
species of sieve, having gutta-percha sides and a parchment
bottom. When in use, it is floated in a basin of distilled
water, and the substances under examination are thrown on it
as on a filter, and then allowed to remain undisturbed for
twenty-four hours. At the end of this time all the crystal-
lizable salts will be found to have passed through the vegetable
parchment bottom, while the organic matter is left behind.
By this means, arsenious acid, metallic salts, strychnine, and
other poisons, can be readily separated from organic solutions
in medico-legal inquiries without much loss of time, and cer-
tainly without much trouble. Messrs. Smith and Beck exhi-
bited some new forms of microscopes, specially adapted for the
examination of the fine transparent injections which are now
being made by a distinguished German professor of surgery.
Amongst the works of art, our attention was chiefly attracted
to a set of photographs by Albert from Kaulbach’s original
crayon drawings of illustrations to Goethe’s works. These

photographs are the largest that have ever been made, and are,
we believe, the only complete set in this country. The 8oil’&eacute;e,
which was kept up till a late hour, proved instructive as well
as agreeable.
MEDALS FOR PHYSIOLOGISTS.-At the meeting of the

French Academy of Sciences, on the 23rd December, the
annual prizes were distributed : - The Monthyon Prize for

Experimental Physiology has been awarded to M.M. Hyrtl,
of Vienna, and Kuhne, of Berlin. At the same meeting,
M. Flourens delivered an oration in memory of Prof. Tiede-
mann, the celebrated anatomist, who died on the 22nd of
Januarv last.

THE FOOD OF MAN.-The Food Museum of the South
Kensington Exhibition has been considerably extended. Pro-
ducts are now displayed from Siam and Japan, together with
collections from China, forming a very interesting series, illus-
trating the diet of the oriental nations. The exhibition of
rhinoceros’ hides and elephants’ trunks in this department has
excited much curiosity ; but they are only specimens of the
numerous articles containing gehtine that are eaten in soups
and stews by the natives of the East. The dried shell-fish,
and fish of various kinds, and the great variety of sea-weeds,
are likely to excite interest as articles of diet in the minds of
European visitors.
FLOATING SANITARIUM.-The steamer "Bentinck,"

purchased by the Government from the Peninsular and Oriental
Company at the commencement of the China war, is to be con
verted into an hospital ship, for the reception of sick officers
who may be recommended a change of air from the plains of
Bengal to the renovating atmosphere of the ocean. The vessel
will be stationed at the mouth of the river at Sandheads.

A DENTIST’S REWARD.-At the annual meeting of the
Committee of the Freemasons’ School, the Court voted that in
consideration of his services, and the extra expenses he was
occasionally put to, Brother Matthews, the honorary sur-

geon dentist, should have two extra votes at their elections in
future.

LIFE IN THE GLACIAL SEAS.-From the investigations
of the scientific expedition despatched by the Swedish Govern-
ment, to investigate the physical geography of Spitzbergen, it
appears that animal life is abundant in these glacial regions, at
the great depth of 1250 fathoms.
A GIGANTIC SAURIAN.-The discovery of the fossil bones

of a new and gigantic saurian, in a cutting recently made for
a railway line near Poligny, has just been announced by M.
Bertherand. The animal must have been between 90 and 120
feet in length, and must have existed towards the end of the
Triassic period.
THE GASES OF VESUVIUS.--AT. Ch. Saint Claire Deville

writes from Naples, stating that he has, in the present erup-
tion of Vesuvius, ascertained the new fact that carburetted
hydrogen has been evolved by the volcano.
WALKING AGAINST GRAVITY.-Mr. Tuffen West, of

the Linn&aelig;an Society, has been making some curious investi-
gations " into the appendages of the feet of insects subservient
to climbing or holding." The ability of insects to walk on
the ceiling or up a pane of glass, has been ascribed to two
causes -first, to the entire cushions of flies’ feet acting as suck-
ers ; second, to a gummy fluid secreted from the hairs on their

feet, which enables them to stick to glass, &c. The feet of
some earth-beetles are found to possess similar appendages, and
these insects have accordingly as perfect powers of walking on
glass as flies ; but it appears, from Mr. West’s observations,
the question is not yet satisfactorily solved, whether it is a
minute hook, a sucker, or a gum, which enables flies or other
insects to suspend themselves or walk freely against gravity.
DR. R. P. RITCHIE, whose valuable series of articles on

one of the Causes of Insanity, published in the first volume of
THE LANCET for 1861, attracted so much attention, is a can-
didate for the vacant office of Deputy Commissioner in Lunacy
for Scotland. Dr. Ritchie’s acquirements and great expe-
rience in all matters relating to the insane well fit him for the
appointment.
DEATH BY INHALATION OF CHLOROFORM AT LISBON.--

For the benefit of those who collect such accidents, we just
allude to this unfortunate case, which was observed at Lisbon
as far back as 1839. It is reported in the Journal de la So.
ci&eacute;t&eacute; &c. de Li3bonne, and quoted by the Gazette M&eacute;dicale de
Paris, 4th Jan., 1862. The patient was a feeble subject, who
was to have two cysts, one of the lid and the other of the
tongue, removed. Two drachms of chloroform were poured on
some lint, and hardly had he begun to inhale than he was
dreadfully excited. Immediately on the subsidence of the con-
vulsive movements the patient fell into a collapse, and had
three violent fits of sneezing, upon which the heart ceased to
beat. Breathing took place several times afterwards, at long
intervals, and at last completely stopped. It was the first case
at the San Joze Hospital.

Obituary.
JAMES O’BEIRNE, M.D.

ANOTHER well-known name has been removed from the list
of life. Dr. O’Beirne, after some months of gradual decay,
during which he was assiduously attended by Dr, Burke Ryan,
a former pupil, died on Thursday, the 16th inst., aged seventy-
six. He was a M. D. of Edinburgh, Fellow and Ex-President
of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Surgeon Extraor-
dinary in Ireland to the Queen, and had been Senior Consulting
Surgeon to Maynooth College, Surgeon to Jervis-street Hos-

pital, and Richmond, Whitworth, and Hardwick Fever Hos-
pitals. He served in the Royal Artillery, and came up towards
the end of the Battle of Waterloo, and we believe assisted at
the removal of the late Marquis of Anglesey’s leg. The Mar-

quis, while Lord’Lieutenant of Ireland, always had a warm wel-
come for him. Dr. O’Beirne held a War Medal with eight clasps,
and was known for his views on defecation and tetanus. Upon
the latter subject he had a manuscript work finished, and in the
hands of his friend Dr. Jacob, with the hope of having it pub-
lished by subscription. This work added much to his other
anxieties. He laboured under bronchitis for a few days, and on
the 14th, a pulse of 160, with other symptoms, made it necessary
for Dr. Ryan, in the least alarming manner, to ask if his
worldly affairs were put in order. This much surprised him,
and he anxiously inquired if there were any danger. On the

day following no pulse could be felt at the wrist, but he still,
in the most collected manner, spoke about the treatment, and
of the many patients formerly under his care. In the evening
his attendants were warned that he might expire towards the
morning of Thursday. On the morning of this latter day, at
10 o’clock, he was still quite conscious, but spoke with dif6-
culty; no pulse at the wrist. At half-past 10 he became un-
conscious, and by 11 o’clock he was dead. There was not one
moment’s wandering from first to last, little or no agony, and
it would be impossible to witness a more easy death.

MEDICAL VACANCIES.
Atf Assistant House-Surgeon is required for the Bradford Infirmary and

Dispensary.
. 

The office of Medical Superintendent and Apothecary to the Glasgow Royal
Infirmary is now vacant.
There is a vacancy for a Poor-law Medical Officer for the Middlewich Die-

’ trict of the Northwich Union, Cheshire.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. &deg;

, MR. CLAUDE C. CLAEBMONT has been elected by the Vestry of St. Paneras
to be the District Medical Officer for the North-west District of that Parish.

- 

Mr. T. S. Stvinson has been elected House-Surgeon to the Warneford Hos’
’ ) pital, Leamington,
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Mr. Robert Bianchi has been elected Surgeon to St. Saviaur’s Union Work-
house.

Dr. Titus Deville has been permanently appointed Lecturer on Practical
Anatomy at the Royal School of Medicine, Manchester.
Mr. John Hurst has been appointed House-Apothecary and Assistant to the

Hon. Secretary of the Bridgewater Infirmary, Somersetshire, in the room of
Mr. Henry Whitney, resigned.
The following appointments of Poor-law Medical Officers have been made

in the Fulham Union, Middlesex-viz.: Mr. Barnard Spaull, to the Union
Workhouse; Dr. Mushet, to the 1st District; Mr. Fitzwiljiai-n Horton, to the
2nd District; Mr. Barnard Edward Spaull, to the 3rd District; Mr. Alfred
Hunt, to the 4th District; and Mr. Thos. Wm. Chamberlain Perfect, to the
5th District, as altered.
Mr. Robert Alexander Clarke has been appointed Medical Officer to the new

Workhouse, Bolton, Lancashire.

MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.
Commissions signed by Lords-Lieutenant.-13th Lancashire Rifle Volunteer

Corps: George Bretherton Barron, M.D., to be Hon. Assist.-Surg.
lst Administrative Batr. of Westmorland Rifle Volunteer9: William Long-

mire, to be Surg.
Memorandum-Her Majesty has been pleased to accept the resignation of

the Commission held by Hon. Assist.-Surg. Robert Walker in the 3rd West-
morland Rifle Volunteer Corps.

18th Shropshire Rifle Volunteer Corps: William Edward Baddeley, Gent.,
to be Hon. Assist.-Surs’.

3rd Westmorland Rifle Volunteer Corps; Samuel Noble, to be Assist.-Surg.,
vice Walker, resigned.

29th Middlesex Rifle Volunteer Corps: The Queen has been pleased to accer 
the resignation of the Commission held in this Corps by Surg. William Rey-
nolds Hayne.

2nd Devon Administrative Brigade: John Reid, to be Surg.; Samuel Na-
thaniel Elliot, to be Assist.-Surg.

Surg. D. Thomas, to the Donegal; Snrg W. Lawrence, Assist.-Surg. D-O’Connor, and Acting Assist.-Surg. G. Robcrtson, to the Shannon; Assist.-
Surg. D. R. Alcock, to the Investigator; Surg.-Superiutendent Dr. Alexander
Watson, to the Norwood Convict Ship; Assist.-Surg. Dr. Wm. Lockhart, to the
Jamaica Hospital; Acting Assist.-Surg. Francis H. Brown, to the Imaum;
Assist.-Surg. Murtiti Magill, to the Russell.

Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

On the 17th of Nov., at Ryston Lodge, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, the wife o
W. Ord Mackenzie, M.D., Surg .Major 3rd (King’s Own) Hussars, of a son.
On the 10th inst., at Mount Haigh, Kingstown, near Dublin, the wife of

Foster J. Newland, M.D., of a son.
On the 16th inst., at Birtley Villa, near Chester-le- street, Durham, the wife

of George Gibson, M.D., of a daughter.
On the 16th ir.st., at Old Steyne, Brighton, the wife of E. L. Ormerod,

M.D., of a son, still-boin.
On the 17th inst., at Marlborough-place, Old Kent-road, the wife of G. M.

Todd, M.D., of a son.
On the 17th inst., at Erith, Kent, the wife of James Davidson, M.D., H.M.’s s

Ship Wellesley, of a daughter.
On the 18th inst., the wife of Henry Harden, Esq., M.R.C.S , of St. Mawes,

Cornwall, of a son.
On the 20th inst., at Brynfedwan Treherbert, Glamorganshire, the wife of

Wm. Evans, L.R.C.P., of a daughter.
On the 2uth inst., at Chester Villa, Lansdowne-road, Kensington-park, the

wife of George Kingston Barton, M.D., of a daughter.

MARRIAGES.
On the 5th ult., at St. John’s Church, Calcutta, Dr. Worsley Poulett Harris,

Civil Surgeon, of Budaon, Rohileund, to Mary Susan, eldest daughter of the
late John liorgan, Esq., Snrgeon to Guy’s Hospital.
On the 28th ult., Alexander Fleming, M.D., of Temple-row, Birmingham, to

Mary, second daughter of Francis Maxwell, Esq., of Drumpark, Stewartry of
Kirkcudbright.
On the 9th inst., at St. Peter’s, the Rev. J. Galwey, son of the late St. John

Galwey, M.D., of Mallow, to Judith Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the Rev.
H. N. Ormsbv, Vicar of Carrig.
On the 15th inst., at the Metropolitan Church, Marlborough-street, Dublin,

Laurence Alfred Renehan, Esq., L.R.C.S.I., of The Elms, Finglas, eldest son
of Thos. Eenehan, Esq., of Rathpatrick, Co. Kilkenny, to Helena Mary, eldest
daughter of the late Michael Gavin, Esq., of Cappa House, Co. Clare.

DEATHS.
On the llth of Dec., at Couva, Trinidad, Alex. Osmond Black, Esq., Surgeon,

eldest son of Alex. Black, Esq., of Regent-square, Londou, agpd 27.
On the 1st inst., at Toronto, C.W., Fras. C. T. Arnoldi, M.D., aged 56.
On the 5th inst., at Minvand House, Co. Carlow, Abraham Harrison, Esq.,

son of the late Robert Harrison, M.D., Professor of Anatomy T.C.D.
On the llth inst., at Truro, Frederick T. Bond, Esq., Assistant-Surgeon in

H.M.’s Bombay Army, aged 29.
On the Ilth inst., at Greeiilaw, near ’Milton-bridge, George H. Ramsay,

L.R.C.P., late of Aldborongh, Yorkshire, Med 31.
On the llth inst., at Victoria-terrace, Dublin, Joseph E. Barrett, 31.D., late

of Finglas.
On the 13th inst., at Pentland Villa, Mnrrayfield, Edinburgh, Archibald W.

Cockburn, M.D., Deputy Commissioner in Lunacy for Scotland, eldest son of
the late Lord Cockburn.
On the 15th inst., at Mount Pleasant, Liverpool, Elinor Augusta, third

daughter of A. B. Steele, Esq., M.R.C.S., aged 2 years and 4 months.
On the 18th inst., at Portman-square, Henry Lindsay Ramsbotham, Lieut.

in 11.)I.’s Indian Army, elder son of Francis H. Ramsbotham, M.D., aged 24.
On the 20th iust., at Swineshead, Lincolnshire, Christopher Irving, Esq.,

M.R.C.S.

Medical Diary of the Week.

MONDAY, JAN. 27 ......

TUESDAY, JAN. 28 ......

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29 -!

THURSDAY, JAN. 30 ....

FRIDAY, JAN. 31 .........

SATURDAY, Fzn. 1......<

(ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations. 2 P.M.

METROPOLITAN 
FREE HOSPITAL.-The following

j Operation will be performed at 2 P.M. :-By Mr.
{ G. B. Childs : Amputation of Foot.
’ MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8&frac12; P.M. Clinical

j Discussion. (Case 1. Mr. Ernest Hart, "On a
Case of Aneurism of the Orbit.")
Guy’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.-Operation-. 2 P.M.ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Mr. John Marshall," On the Physiology of the Senses."
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY OF

LONDON.-8&frac12; P.M. Mr. Sidney Ringer, " On the
Temperature, Urea, &c., in Scarlet Fever. -
Mr. Ernest Hart, "On the Treatment of Aneu-
rism by Flexion."

MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. MABY’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. - Operation",! 2 P.M.

ROYAL OETHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL. - Operations, 2
P.M.

HUNTERIAN SOCIETY.-7 P.M. Special Meeting ofCouncil. - 8 P.M. Dr. Stephen H. Ward, " SomeCases of Typhoid Fever."
(ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPBTCALMIO HOSPITAL.

Operations, 1 P.nt. --

LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
- GKEAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL, KING’S CROSS.-

Operations, 2 P.M.

LONDON URGICAL HOME.-Operations, 2 P.M.ROYAL INSTITUTlON.-3 P.M. Prof. Tyndall, "On. Heat." "

WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. - Opera-WESTMINISTER, 1&frac12; P.M. OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. - Operations 

ROYAL INSTITUTION. - 8 P.M. Mr. Wm. Hopkins," On the Theories of the Motions of Glaciers: ’
(ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
Sx. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.- Operations, 1&frac12;

P.M.KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; p.M.
CHARiNa-CROss HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Rev. A. J. D’Orsey,
"On the English Language."CHRISTIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.-8 P.M. Meet-

L ing at Freemasons’ Hall.


